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Joint Statement of MIO-ECSDE and RAED

Intervention by Prof. Michael Scoullos:

Honorable Chair,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear colleagues and friends,

Let me first warmly thank and congratulate Egypt and UNEP/MAP for hosting and
organizing this important meeting. Our dedication and close collaboration with
UNEP/MAP was described during the dedicated session for the 50 and 30-year
anniversaries of UNEP/MAP and the Barcelona Convention, and for which | would like
to personally thank the Coordinator of UNEP/MAP, Ms Tatjana Hema.

This is the second time that | am addressing Ministers of Environment on behalf of
NGOs working on Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development, at a Barcelona
Convention Contracting Parties Meeting taking place in Cairo. The first one was at
COP7in 1991, preparing, in a way, for the Rio Summit.

That COP was, in fact, the first where CSOs were formally given the opportunity to
express their views by making a statement based on the first Mediterranean NGO
meeting organized by MIO-ECSDE in Athens a few months earlier.

Today, when we are celebrating the 50 and 30-year anniversaries of the Convention
and UNEP/MAP, the situation may be different, but not easier, particularly because
major environmental problems meet political uncertainties. The triple planetary crisis
is very deep and unfortunately will stay with us for good.

Strong evidence, supported by models, indicates not easily reversible changes in the
Atlantic Ocean currents, influencing also the entire water cycle, including cloud
formation and rainfall, particularly during winter periods - at least in the Western part
of the Mediterranean. The models predict persistence of this situation for many more
decades, even if we achieve progress with mitigation.

More urgent interventions are needed, as most of you, Your Excellencies, stressed in
your interventions, such as speeding up no-regret and agreed measures, inspired by
good practices, so as to resist fatalism, inertia and apparent disappointment in society.

Ministers, your governments, despite your many and genuine efforts, good initiatives
and some successes on many key issues, seem to be “running to catch up”, despite
strong evidence and knowledge, applied and replicable affordable or low-cost
solutions, new science and technologies, digital tools, but also governance, strategies



and declarations. Why? In our point of view, because of delays in strengthening the
needed governance structures and establishing robust institutions that could work
together, in transparency, with accountability, hand in hand with CSOs. These
organisations of civil society, and their membership, constitute perhaps the most
active and “healthy” part of our society. They cannot and they do not want to
“replace” governments, but to assist them, and introduce new-generation
governance.

In this sense, let me congratulate you for your commitment to implement such highly
integrated governance approaches, like the Strategy for Water-Energy-Food-
Ecosystem (WEFE) Nexus in the Mediterranean Source-to-Sea Continuum promoted
also by a Flagship Initiative of the revised and strengthened Strategy for Sustainable
Development (MSSD) 2026-2035, as a guiding framework for regional and national
action.

Some of these are critical for blue economy. Solutions can be found through
meaningful synergies with all key stakeholders.

At the same time, we are not encouraged by the resistance to take it all the way when
it comes to effectively and efficiently addressing more complex challenges, on some
of which we have organized side events together with private sector funding agencies
and other stakeholders.

Dr. Emad Adly’s intervention:

More than 170 civil society organisations gathered here in Cairo, with the support of
the EU- and GEF- funded projects WES-BCA and MedProgramme, less than 2 months
ago, bringing together environmental, cultural, youth (23%), women, Circles of
Parliamentarians, Journalists, Academics, Educators, water specialists, progressive
companies and local authorities, who, despite limited resources, are “lighthouses”
promoting regional and national policies based on solid scientific data, unbiased
independent analyses and realistic progressive prospects.

In your Declaration, you urge us to intensify our engagement, and we are willing to do
even more than what we are doing. But there are major challenges for civil society,
connected to the shrinking civic space the world over, with correspondingly limited
access to financial resources that are needed to enable us to remain at the forefront
of innovation; effective and efficient partners.

We share the responsibility of achieving resilience to our respective stakeholder base.
We need to see success at the regional level reaching and affecting people and nature
at the national and local levels. We need to see coherent legal frameworks that will
provide incentives and an enabling environment for sustainability, and the sustainable
financing of implementation. Mainstreaming of the Mediterranean Strategy for
Sustainable Development would greatly help in this direction.



We want to show our determination for hope. And we need our youth with us,
meaningfully engaged, to contribute to the objectives of this Convention, resist
deterioration, restore failures and make all of us be the best versions of ourselves.

Prof. Michael Scoullos, MIO-ECSDE
Dr. Emad Adly, RAED
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