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From policy to concrete actions

Ignasi Mateo, The Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable 
Consumption and Production (SCP/RAC) 



● SCP/RAC is a Regional Centre of UNEP/MAP which
works to establish more sustainable and toxic-free
consumption and production patterns.

● The Centre supports UNEP/MAP-Barcelona
Convention and its Southern Mediterranean
Contracting Parties to implement key common
measures provided in the Regional Plan on Marine
Litter Management in the Mediterranean, and the
National Action Plans to achieve Good
Environmental Status (GES).

● SCP/RAC is legally hosted by the Catalan Waste
Agency and is based in Barcelona.

Who we are and what we do?



UNEP/MAP system and marine litter

Prevention of land-based sources of pollution, particularly single-
use plastic products
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How SCP/RAC supports the prevention of land-based 
sources of pollution, particularly SUP products? 
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Synergies between the Barcelona Convention and PB 
MPAs project

Inspire Contracting 
parties in taking 
further actions at 

national level

How we can link PB MPAs knowledge with the Barcelona Convention community?

A policy brief will include key messages and recommendations through concrete pilot
measures implemented examples.
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From policy to concrete actions

Promoting the sustainable 
management of mussel 
farming nets

Miramare MPADelta de l’Ebre NP

Setting up a 
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beach bars and
festivals

Cabo de Gata NP

Developing a network 
of collection points 
for beverage 
containers 



Oh My God!

Delta de l’Ebre NP

August-October 2021



How to make the measure sustainable?

Take adequate measures to increase the cup reuse:

• Include the reusable cups scheme as mandatory in concessions and 

permits = template document developed & shared with municipalities.

• Ban/phase out of SUP in beach bars and festivals = include this measure 

in specific articles of the regulatory laws of the Natural Park.

• Formal engagement with businesses located in MPAs to promote SUPs-

free commitments = become a plastic free NP or a plastic free beach bar.

• Labelling = implementation of a certificate for responsible beach bar 

initiative, engaging businesses and awarding them with a plastic free-

certificate.

Delta de l’Ebre NP

Setting up a 
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Cabo de Gata-Níjar 

NP

August-October 2021

Oh My God!



How to make the measure sustainable?

How to maintain the Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) implemented in 

the NP?

• Engage a broaden type of participating businesses to include a 

wider range of high attendance venues, particularly those 

selling cans and SUP beverage.

•    A major involvement of participating municipalities & their local             

communication channels to increase local users of the 

scheme.

•    Assure budget from NP for maintenance of the machines and         

cover the logistics costs.

Cabo de Gata NP

Developing a network 
of collection points 
for beverage 
containers 



Solastalgia (/ˌsɒləˈstældʒə/) is a neologism, formed by 
the combination of the Latin words sōlācium (comfort) 
and the Greek root -algia (pain, suffering, grief), that 
describes a form of emotional or existential distress 
caused by environmental change.

SOLASTALGIA?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neologism
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Thank you!

imateo@gencat.cat

@PlasticB_MPAs

@PlasticBustersMPAs

www.plasticbustersmpas.interreg-med.eu


