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The biggest volunteer beach clean-up and litter survey in the
UK!

Dr. Laura Foster, Head of Pollution, Marine Conservation

Society
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*MCS has been monltormg marine Iltter over 20 years
*Data from the UK is used in many international reports
as it is one of the longest running programmes

*lMCS provides technical input to a number of technical

working groups (e.g. TG10, OSPAR)
*Holds OSPAR database on H\arme Iltter
*Runs campaigns on litter items




Orgamsmg a c\ean up
- Practicalities of clean -up

*Rubbish disposal

*Health and safety
°Ilnsurance
*Getting volunteer organisers,
getting volunteers
*Support volunteer
°Survey with beach clean up
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You need yolunteers

*Build @ network of volunteers make them fun and
enjoyable-helo build 3 sense.of.community
*Undefrstand differing motivations
*Valuelyour volunteers: advocates in the commumty
*Join'up with other orgamsatlons |

“*More data- more powerful and more robust- and what level”
does the isste need addressingTat (local, national,
international?)

Third weekend in
Septemb er



PLASTICS IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT:

WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? WHERE DO THEY GO? cunormic il

Ll e~ How to solve the input- need
U beach clean and survey so can:

i = *Provide data on types of litter

| “consTaL B <Sources e.g. public, fishing
activities, sewage @ HIS
e *Data evidences the source of the

MICROPLASTIC - 0.95 Million tonnes per annu

problem- not just cleaning up
*Guide campaigns
‘ °Invokes change- government

OOOOO

concentration globally is <1kg per km2

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



", Beachwatch | Beachwatch

X
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Search MCS

marine

conservation society !

TIPNERNEL . T

As a charit
your genel

Geochwoteh Login/Regi
The UK's bjggest beach clean up 0nd survey E-mail
Password
Beachwatch is our national beach -
Log in

cleaning and litter surveying programme
- helping people all around the UK to care
for their coastline. Some of our
best-loved marine wildlife is under threat
from the waste and litter in our seas,

Register with

Request new

Join th

with hundreds of species accidentally
; : T : - We nee:
eating or becoming entangled in litter. It's support

. also dangerous for people and damaging to our tourism and fishing industries. We -

all have a part to play in turning the tide on litter. Join an event or organise your K Youcan |
own and be part of the most influential fight against marine litter in the UK! little as £
>> /olunteer - Join an existing beach clean event MCS beach |

"\\l nl ~A\IM\YC



", Beachwatch beaches | Bea... X =

€
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beachwotech beoches

Please register to become a Beachwatch organiser or to volunteer for beach clean

events.

Click on the markers to view a list of the beaches in that area. Use the +- zoom
control to view the detailed locations of each beach. Click the beach name links for
all the information about a particular beach.
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Monitoring beach litter levels- UK example
marine’/

© Marine Conservation Society

Throwaway Living

DISPOSABLE ITEMS CUT DOWN HOUSEHOLD CHORES



UK example continued
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Non-sourced 44.7%
We call it non-sourced because it's hard
to work out where most of the litter we
find comes from. It includes tiny little
plastic and polystyrene pieces, bits
of rubber, cloth, pieces of metal,

wood, paper etc.

Public 31.7%
Items like plastic bags, drinks
bottles, food containers, drinks

cans, dog poo bags, glass bottles,
cigarette stubs and balloons have

all had a helping human hand on
their journey to the beach.

L1l
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If it helps you catch fish, we've found it - line, net, crab
pots and tops, fish boxes, weights, lures and hooks.

© Marine Conservation Society
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Medical 0.2%

Luckily we don't find much medical

stuff, butit does turn up - pill packets,
plasters, syringes and needles.

Fly Tipped 1.4%
lllegally disposed of items, usually

/

parts and paint tins.

= |
Shipping 4.3%
Lots of litter gets dropped, lost
or thrown overboard from small

craft to massive cargo ships - this

is shipping litter and can include
pallets, oil drums and bits of rope.

Sewage Related Debris 6.3%
Stuff people flush down the loo when it should

go in the bin like condoms, cotton bud sticks, wet
wipes, toilet fresheners etc.

big items like white goods, TVs, car



What impact does a beach clean and
survey have? marine/” )

*Beach cleans: great for community engagement-
local people seeing and crystallising local problems
*Local networks are going to be more effective for
some issues

*Some issues cant be solved locally- need national or
even international intervention e.g. port waste- to
change policy- data becomes extremely important
*Give a national or international voice to the issue

-
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© Marine Conservation Society
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°Increasmgly computer based

*Introduction of EEA app

*VVolunteers interact differently

eDiversification of how volunteers hear about us
*Data has been shown to be of value

*Data helps to support where action needed
*Marine litter has now become an issue thought
to be worth talking about by governments
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Changes don’t stop: Developing new datase
marine/_ﬂ
. conservahion society

Plastic pellets / nurdles / mermaid’s tears

http://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk

Why Plastic Resin Pellets are found in the ocean?
Final Plastic Products

Resin Pellets  Resin Pel Tﬂﬂﬂﬂmm

@ Moldi
Fnﬂuy

Scottish Sea Champions took part in the "The Great Nurdle Hunt® to
find out how widespread "nurdie’ pollution Is around the coast of the
Forth.
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Urban runoff



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=how+are+nurdles+made+transported&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nR3VukzwgxiGTM&tbnid=Tr3uwSNBsPAyzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tuat.ac.jp/~gaia/ipw/en/what.html&ei=5ssIUsaYF_Oa0AW-jYHwCA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFSHwYph7hLLD0YeyxYLfVxWkHlXg&ust=1376394589010788
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*Supporting volunteers

*Data collection, storage and
maintenance

*Training of the organisers- particularly
if collecting data (consistent
methodology important)

*Disposal of material collected on beach
*Equipment to do a beach clean
°lnsurance
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Utilise other o;E@ isations networks' . @ Y

*Ensure that the dis cmstent
°Volwﬂ!eerszant W@

prlorltlse&ganlsers |
°Good online system- rhue information gasy't ,cc s
dback how data 15‘!sed tofour suppo&erj FIs
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a sumfnary%f the data to your volu%tejrs they feel
blgg movemem single volunteemgroup feels §
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