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IWRM DEFINITION 

A process which promotes the coordinated 
development and management of water, land and 
related resources, in order to maximize the 
resultant economic and social welfare in an 
equitable manner without compromising the 
sustainability of vital ecosystems 



3 DRIVING FORCE ï PRESSURE ï STATE ï IMPACT - 
RESPONSE FRAMEWORK 

Driving Force 
Human activities and processes 

that cause pressures: 
production (industry, shipping, 
fisheries, etc), consumption, 

tourism & recreational activities 

Responses 
Actions to solve the 

environmental problem: 
prevention & reduction 
measures, mitigation 

measures, etc. 

Pressure 
Direct stresses from human 

activities on the natural 
environment: release of waste and 

waster water. Etc. 

State 
Changes in the state of the  
freshwater environment 

Abundance of macro- and 
micro-litter 

Impact 
Effects due to 

environmental changes: 
environmental, health & 

safety, economic 

DPSIR 




