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TERMS OF REFERENCE

“Monitoring marine litter on beaches in the Mediterranean”

1. The framework
The marine litter monitoring surveys will be carried out within the LIFE+ Operating Grant for NGOs. The activity aims to fill in the marine litter knowledge gaps in the region through a participatory-science initiative.

Taking into account the “In Depth Assessment of the EU Member States’ Submissions for the Marine Strategy Framework Directive under articles 8, 9 and 10” (Joint Research Centre, 2014), half of the Member States reported that they have limited, very limited or no data at all with regards to marine litter. 
Furthermore, several Member States within their Programmes of Measures (PoMs) are considering the community-based data collection initiatives as an essential tool to fill in the marine litter knowledge gaps. The involvement of NGOs in data collection is seen to be a cost-effective way to gather required evidence and detect the emerging issues supporting public authorities to improve efficiency with less administrative burden.

The current activity will focus on enhancing the capacities of NGOs to collect beach litter data in a harmonized and standardized way and will also result in marine litter datasets for European beaches. More detailed specifications and guidelines are shown below.
2. Performing the beach litter surveys

The beach litter surveys should be performed following the guidelines of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive Technical Group on Marine Litter that can be found in Annex I.

Data on beach litter should be collected in two seasons: autumn (6-15 October 2018), winter (10-20 December 2018). In each season a minimum of 3 sites should be surveyed. The same sites should be surveyed in the winter period too. The selection of the sites should be made in line with the criteria of the protocol found in Annex I.
3. Time Frame
As already mentioned under 2 above, data on beach litter should be collected in two seasons: autumn (6-15 October 2018), winter (10-20 December 2018). Data should be reported after each survey set using the template in Annex II. The autumn survey result should be reported by the 20th of October 2018 and the winter survey results should be reported by the 25th of December 2018.
ANNEX I
Annex I can be found in the link below:

http://mio-ecsde.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ToRs-Annex-I_Beach-litter_monitoring-methodology.pdf
ANNEX II
Annex II can be found in the link below:

http://mio-ecsde.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ToRs-Annex-II_Marine-Litter-Data-Template.xlsx
