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Survey areas, target groups  

• Albania, Algeria, Croatia, 
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Syria, Palestine (Gaza) 

Where did 
the survey 
take place?  

• ~560 respondents: 
fishermen, skippers, divers, 

sailors 

Who 
contributed? 
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The contributors 



Marine Litter | a real problem 
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Marine litter sources: land-based vs sea-based 

The relative importance of sea-based sources of marine litter was considered 
to be higher and roughly estimated to be around 34%, which strengthens the 

view that sea-based sources of marine litter in the region might have been 
underestimated and don’t necessarily correspond to the commonly referenced 

20% (sea-based sources)-80% (land-based sources) ratio. 
 



 
 

Marine litter caught in hauls and nets 

Some 52% reported that 
they experience often or 

almost every time problems 
with marine litter caught in 
their nets, which highlights 

also the socio-economic 
implications of marine litter 

to the fisheries sector. 



ALDFG & GHOSTS NETS | A PROBLEM IN THE REGION 

Further work is needed to make accurate estimates  
of the extent of the problem… 



DFG management practices 



 
 

Marine litter management practices on board & on shore 

 
Lots of room for improvement! 

 



The large majority (~98%) of the 
fishermen expressed their 

willingness to engage themselves 
in the “fishing for litter measure” 
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Concluding remarks 

 ML is a growing environmental threat, impacting crucial Blue Growth 
economic sectors, such as fisheries and aquaculture. 

 ALDFG is a significant and very persistent type of marine litter with 
numerous harmful effects for the marine and coastal environment 
and human livelihoods. 

 The fisheries sector needs to take its share of responsibility and be 
part of the solution and is willing to do so. 

 Creating motivational strands and forging community connections 
within the maritime sector are essential towards triggering change. 

 Even though the amounts of litter collected by fishing for litter 
initiatives and targeted recovery of ghost nets is on the rise, the real 
added value of these measures lies in enhancing the awareness of 
the sector with regards to prevention measures and this is where the 
maritime industry can and do make a difference. 
 

 

 

 



For more info:  
www.mio-ecsde.org 

vlachogianni@mio-ecsde.org 
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