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These lakes are classified in the same zoogeographical area, the data indicated that their 
ichthyofaunas anyway have longest geographical isolation, especially Lake Prespa. 

Lake Ohrid has specific and unique Salmonidae ichthyofauna
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Lake Ohrid represents a refuge for 
numerous freshwater organisms from 
the Tertiary Period, whose close 
relatives can be found only as fossil 
remains; this is the reason the lake is 
sometimes called a "museum of 
living fossils". 
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Among them are included the 
famous Ohrid Trout (Salmo letnica) 

and a freshwater sponge 
(Ochridospongia rotunda). Due to 

its peculiarities, Lake Ohrid is 
considered to be a key site for 

biodiversity and speciation research.
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